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Summary of Content: This updated “Nouveau Petit Robert” French dictionary 

explains the “life of words” by focusing, in the definitions, on three areas:  (1) the 

etymology of the French word (its history, including the date it first appeared, its 

origin and the evolution of its different meanings); (2) the way the word is used 

(spelling, pronunciation, different meanings with several examples containing 

appropriated locutions and expressions); and (3) the current spoken and written 

usage(s).  Certain new words are introduced in this edition. This dictionary gives 

learners the opportunity to discover many related words, synonyms and 

antonyms. Students can explore the words of the French-speaking world through 

quotations from literary masterpieces, classic or contemporary authors and 

extracts of famous movies and songs.  

Level: Independent (level 2) to Proficient User: B2 and up 

Public: Adults, FLE learners, French native speakers interested in etymology. 

Teaching suggestions: Very good supplement material for FLE Experts courses, 

recommended for Writing, Vocabulary or Conversations classes at the advanced 

level. 
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